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Chapter 15
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Those skilful of old, were subtle, mysterious, deep, penetrative, and beyond understanding.  Beyond understanding, therefore I will try to describe them.  Careful as if fording a mountain stream in winter.  Wary as if his neighbours on all sides were enemies.  Majestic like those open of heart and mind.  Fine-balanced like ice on the point of melting.  Honest like wood in its natural state.  Empty like a valley.  Turbid like muddy water.  Who can with quietness make the turbid slowly clear?  Who can with time and movement bring stillness slowly to life?  He who guards this way has no wish for fullness.  Not desiring fullness.  Therefore can be insignificant.  Not contrived.  Integral.

