Tao Te Ching Chapter 21


	Line
	Caracter
	Translation
	Comment

	1.a
	21.1-21.4
	Te – the appearance, 
	21.1 hole, fissure, penetrate; very; 

	
	
	
	21.4 to hold (as a measure), contain, have room for, admit; spacious; large-minded, generous, forgiving; (measure of the body:) bulk, form, figure, the exterior, appearance, air, manner, countenance. 

	1.b
	21.5-21.8
	of Tao – the actual.  
	21.5  to think, reflect; in fact, namely, particle opening a sentence and functioning as a copula; strictly speaking, only, but. 

	
	
	
	21.8 A. follow, pursue; imitate, agree with, obey; following, along, through, from, by, since; B. accompany, companion, follower; C. slacken the rein; slack, lax, lenient, indulgent, remiss; license; admitting, even if, although; D. (hanging slack:) perpendicular, vertical, longitudinal

	2.a
	21.9-21.12
	Examined Tao 
	21.12   creature, object, thing, matter; (look into a matter:) examine.

	2.b
	21.13-21.16
	seems wild and obscure.  
	21.14   agitated, flustered, wild.

	
	
	
	21.16  obscure, uncertain; careless, neglect; abrupt, suddenly.

	3.a
	21.17-21.20
	Obscure!  Wild!  but
	

	3.b
	21.21-21.24
	at its centre form.  
	21.21 A. her, its, their; that; B. modal particle (marking subjective opinion and option); C. final particle.

	
	
	
	21.22 A. middle, centre; interior, inside, in; midway, medium; just, exact, proper; B. hit the centre, attain; affected by.

	
	
	
	21.24  elephant; ivory; figure cut in ivory, figure, image, form; similar, to resemble; comparison, symbol, model.

	4.a
	21.25-21.28
	Wild!  Obscure!  but
	

	4.b
	21.29-21.32
	at its centre matter.  
	21.32  creature, object, thing, matter; (look into a matter:) examine.

	5.a
	21.33-21.36
	Profound!  Dark!  but 
	21.33  secluded, retired; profound.

	
	
	
	21.35 dark, obscure; clouded, misty; mysterious; ignorant; Hades.

	5.b
	21.37-21.40
	at its centre essence.  
	21.40 selected rice, excellent, finest; perfect, delicate, subtle, very small; essence, essential part; semen, vital energy, skilled.

	6.a
	21.41-21.44
	This essence is very real – 
	21.43  A. exceedingly, very; B. what?, which?, some, any.

	
	
	
	21.44 genuine, real, essential; pure, spiritual, sincere, true, veritable, correct.

	6.b
	21.45-21.48
	at its centre what truly is.  
	21.48  faithfulness, reliable, sincere, true; believe, trust, follow; pledge, credentials; seal, letter; news.

	7.a
	21.49-21.52
	Of old becomes now – 
	21.50 ancient; strange.

	
	
	
	21.52  now, actually, present.

	7.b
	21.53-21.56
	the repute of what truly is abides.  
	21.54 name, appellation; reputation, fame.

	8.a
	21.57-21.60
	From age to age.  
	21.59  three people together, a crowd; numerous, many, all; vulgar ,common.

	
	
	
	21.60  personal name taken at 20 yrs; name, “style”; begin, at first, just.

	9.a
	21.61-21.70
	How do I know this of each age and its circumstances?  
	21.61  go; I, we.

	
	
	
	21.62 which?, what?, how?, why?, where?.

	
	
	
	21.64  know, understand, perceive.

	
	
	
	21.68  form, shape, figure, looks, behaviour; sort, kind; circumstances; (tell the circumstances:) a report, statement, accusation.

	9.b
	21.70-21.71
	Because of here and now.
	21.70  use, take; adopt as, consider as; by (means of), because, in order to; departing from.

	
	
	
	21.71  to stop; in this place, here, now, this.


I was reading Victor H. Mair’s translation of chapter 21 and became curious at his use of the term “tokens” at line 6.b, character 48.

Dictionary definitions for token yield these:
1. Something serving as an indication, proof, or expression of something else; a sign: 

"Tears are queer tokens of happiness" Eugene O'Neill.
2. Something that signifies or evidences authority, validity, or identity: 
The scepter is a token of regal status.
3. A distinguishing feature or characteristic.

In the Lao Chieh Lao translation (grid above) of character 48 could literally be translated as credentials.
Comparison of various translations:

	Author
	Book
	Translation of Tao Te Ching Chapter 21 Line 6

	Victor H. Mair

Ma-Wang-Tui
	Tao Te Ching
	Its essence is quite real;

Within it there are tokens.

	Lao Chieh Lao
	Tao Te Ching
	This essence is very real – 
at its centre what truly is.  

	Robert G. Hendricks

Ma-Wang-Tui
	Lao-tzu Te-Tao Ching

(line 7 this translation)
	These essences are very real;

Inside them is the proof

	R.L. Wing
	The Tao of Power
	The Life Force is very real;

At its center appears truth.

	Priya Hemenway
	The Wisdom of the Tao
	…an essence which is in harmony.

	Man-Ho Kwok
	The Illustrated Tao Te Ching
	Everything is born from the Tao

I say so, and I can prove it!
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20.116:249.4     have; exist.

20.117:181.3    use, take; adopt as, consider as; by (means of), because, in order to; departing from.

20.118:10.1    A. (“thus, in those circumstances”, functioning as:) suffix of adverbial phrases; connecting particle: then, and yet, and, but; B. you; C. final particle.

20.119:679.1    I, we, me, us, our.

20.120:916.6    alone; solitary, single, childless; unique, unequalled; only.

20.121:1337.3    stupid, doltish, ignorant.

20.122:182.2    resembling, like; to seem.

20.123:719.2    niggardly, mean; vile, low, rustic; border town; town.

20.124:679.1    I, we, me, us, our.

20.125:916.6    alone; solitary, single, childless; unique, unequalled; only.

20.126:199.1    differ, vary; strange; rare; heterodox.

20.127:1323.1    A. to be at (a place), in, at, on, with; B. oh!

20.128:930.1    homo, man, person; others (as opposed to oneself).

20.129:10.1    A. (“thus, in those circumstances”, functioning as:) suffix of adverbial phrases; connecting particle: then, and yet, and, but; B. you; C. final particle.

20.130:455.2    expensive, dear; appreciate, to honour; prominent, esteemed, honourable; your.

20.131:891.1    A. eat, drink; consume; food; B. food, to feed.

20.132:645.1    mother, old lady; female.

21.1:206.7    hole, fissure, penetrate; very; N.pr. (family name of Confucius).

21.2:981.2    te.

21.3:1210.1    this, these; him, her, it, them; genitive and attributive particle; to go to.

21.4:950.1    to hold (as a measure), contain, have room for, admit; spacious; large-minded, generous, forgiving; (measure of the body:) bulk, form, figure, the exterior, appearance, air, manner, countenance.

21.5:1265A.7    to think, reflect; in fact, namely, particle opening a sentence and functioning as a copula; strictly speaking, only, but.

21.6:978.1    tao.

21.7:890.1    this, that, thus; (hence used as copula, i.e.:) is, are etc.; (being so:) correct, right; affirm; yes.

21.8:1116.2    A. follow, pursue; imitate, agree with, obey; following, along, through, from, by, since; B. accompany, companion, follower; C. slacken the rein; slack, lax, lenient, indulgent, remiss; license; admitting, even if, although; D. (hanging slack:) perpendicular, vertical, longitudinal

21.9:978.1    tao.

21.10:1210.1    this, these; him, her, it, them; genitive and attributive particle; to go to.

21.11:1313.1    do, act, practise, manage; to cause; act as, to be; because of, on behalf of, for; motive.

21.12:1278.2    creature, object, thing, matter; (look into a matter:) examine.

21.13:1265A.7    to think, reflect; in fact, namely, particle opening a sentence and functioning as a copula; strictly speaking, only, but.
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21.14:451.6    agitated, flustered, wild.

21.15:1265A.7    to think, reflect; in fact, namely, particle opening a sentence and functioning as a copula; strictly speaking, only, but.

21.16:90.2    obscure, uncertain; careless, neglect; abrupt, suddenly.

21.17:90.2    obscure, uncertain; careless, neglect; abrupt, suddenly.

21.18:123.1    final particle, especially as interjection of admiration.

21.19:451.6    agitated, flustered, wild.

21.20:123.1    final particle, especially as interjection of admiration.

21.21:338.1    A. her, its, their; that; B. modal particle (marking subjective opinion and option); C. final particle.

21.22:1269.1    A. middle, centre; interior, inside, in; midway, medium; just, exact, proper; B. hit the centre, attain; affected by.

21.23:249.4     have; exist.

21.24:787.1    elephant; ivory; figure cut in ivory, figure, image, form; similar, to resemble; comparison, symbol, model.

21.25:451.6    agitated, flustered, wild.

21.26:123.1    final particle, especially as interjection of admiration.

21.27:90.2    obscure, uncertain; careless, neglect; abrupt, suddenly.

21.28:123.1    final particle, especially as interjection of admiration.

21.29:338.1    A. her, its, their; that; B. modal particle (marking subjective opinion and option); C. final particle.

21.30:1269.1    A. middle, centre; interior, inside, in; midway, medium; just, exact, proper; B. hit the centre, attain; affected by.

21.31:249.4     have; exist.

21.32:1278.2    creature, object, thing, matter; (look into a matter:) examine.

21.33:255.3    secluded, retired; profound.

21.34:123.1    final particle, especially as interjection of admiration.

21.35:635.1    dark, obscure; clouded, misty; mysterious; ignorant; Hades.

21.36:123.1    final particle, especially as interjection of admiration.

21.37:338.1    A. her, its, their; that; B. modal particle (marking subjective opinion and option); C. final particle.

21.38:1269.1    A. middle, centre; interior, inside, in; midway, medium; just, exact, proper; B. hit the centre, attain; affected by.

21.39:249.4     have; exist.

21.40:1085.5    selected rice, excellent, finest; perfect, delicate, subtle, very small; essence, essential part; semen, vital energy, skilled.

21.41:338.1    A. her, its, their; that; B. modal particle (marking subjective opinion and option); C. final particle.

21.42:1085.5    selected rice, excellent, finest; perfect, delicate, subtle, very small; essence, essential part; semen, vital energy, skilled.

21.43:871.1    A. exceedingly, very; B. what?, which?, some, any.
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21.44:1194.2    genuine, real, essential; pure, spiritual, sincere, true, veritable, correct.

21.45:338.1    A. her, its, their; that; B. modal particle (marking subjective opinion and option); C. final particle.

21.46:1269.1    A. middle, centre; interior, inside, in; midway, medium; just, exact, proper; B. hit the centre, attain; affected by.

21.47:249.4     have; exist.

21.48:234.5    faithfulness, reliable, sincere, true; believe, trust, follow; pledge, credentials; seal, letter; news.

21.49:1091.1    (breath:) self; personally; by itself, naturally; (pass out:) out from, from.

21.50:421.1    ancient; strange.

21.51:322.1    overtake, reach to, attain; together with, and; (attaining:) when.

21.52:386.1    now, actually, present.

21.53:338.1    A. her, its, their; that; B. modal particle (marking subjective opinion and option); C. final particle.

21.54:633.1    name, appellation; reputation, fame.

21.55:37.3or5    not, no.

21.56:491.1    get off, go away, leave; past; remove, dismiss.

21.57:181.3    use, take; adopt as, consider as; by (means of), because, in order to; departing from.

21.58:1138.5    to pass through; to experience; to inspect, examine, look at.

21.59:1272.2    three people together, a crowd; numerous, many, all; vulgar, common.

21.60:49.1    personal name taken at 20 yrs; name, “style”; begin, at first, just.

21.61:1280.3    go; I, we.

21.62:414.8    which?, what?, how?, why?, where?.

21.63:181.3    use, take; adopt as, consider as; by (means of), because, in order to; departing from.

21.64:1218.1    know, understand, perceive.

21.65:1272.2    three people together, a crowd; numerous, many, all; vulgar, common.

21.66:49.1    personal name taken at 20 yrs; name, “style”; begin, at first, just.

21.67:1210.1    this, these; him, her, it, them; genitive and attributive particle; to go to.

21.68:1062.8    form, shape, figure, looks, behaviour; sort, kind; circumstances; (tell the circumstances:) a report, statement, accusation.

21.69:1021.2    interjection (final particle) of admiration, astonishment, doubt etc.

21.70:181.3    use, take; adopt as, consider as; by (means of), because, in order to; departing from.

21.71:1096.1    to stop; in this place, here, now, this.

22.1:492.1    bent, crooked; false, unjust; wrong, suffering, oppression; to bend, stoop, condescend; song, ballad.

22.2:1044.1    law, rule; pattern, model; (after the model of:) according to, in that way, thus; consequently, then, thereupon.
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