LAO TZU’S TAO TE CHING

Chapter 9
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	Char#
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	1
	9.1-9.4
	Waxing complete – 
	To hold it upright and fill it,
	Holding to fullness

	2
	9.5-9.8
	waning follows.
	Is not as good as stopping [in time].
	Is not as good as stopping in time.

	3
	9.9-9.12
	The effectiveness of a weapon 
	When you pound it out and give it a point,
	Sharpness that probes 

	4
	9.13-9.16
	cannot long be guaranteed.  
	It won’t be preserved for very long.
	Cannot protect for long.

	5
	9.17-9.20
	A court hall full of gold and gems – 
	When gold and jade fill your rooms,
	A house filled with riches

	6
	9.21-9.24
	nothing can guard it.  
	You’ll never be able to protect them.
	Cannot be defended.

	7
	9.25-9.32
	Riches,honours and extravagance – 
	Arrogance and pride with wealth and rank,
	Pride in wealth and position

	8
	9.25-9.32
	by themselves lose their error.  
	On their own bring on disaster.
	Is over looking one’s collapse.

	9
	9.33-9.36
	Work done then retire – 
	When the deed is accomplished you retire;
	Withdrawing when success is achieved 

	10
	9.33-9.39
	the way of Nature.
	Such is Heaven’s Way!
	Is the Tao in Nature.


After developing situations and achieving success, Evolved Individuals do not linger to experience the inevitable cycle of decline.  The know that if they stop to identify with their accomplishments, their inner growth will end and their downfall will begin.  Nothing is static in nature.  All things that reach their full maturity – whether plants and animals or planetsand stars – must necessarily decline.  Therefore Evolved Individuals never stop growning and never accumulate social or material burdens to slow their progress. When their work is done, they move on to the next task.  In this way, they develop greatness and power.
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	Work done
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	then
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	Jade
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	Full
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	Can 
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	To guard
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8.46:37.3or5    not, no.

8.47:1199.1    wrangle, dispute, contest.

8.48:421.12    cause, reason, therefore; intention; consequence, action, phenomenon; (cause for displeasure:) grief, mourning, death; late (dead), old, ancient.

8.49:1289.1    not exist, not have; without; not.

8.50:252.1    fault, evil; transgress; still more, furthermore; extraordinary; (find fault:) grudge. 

9.1:811.7    grasp; support; manage, govern, restrain; possess, have; hold on to.

9.2:10.1    A. (“thus, in those circumstances”, functioning as:) suffix of adverbial phrases; connecting particle: then, and yet, and, but; B. you; C. final particle.

9.3:285.1    fill, full, abundant; excessive; complete.

9.4:1210.1    this, these; him, her, it, them; genitive and attributive particle; to go to.

9.5:37.3or5    not, no.

9.6:944.1    to conform to, resemble; equal to; like, as; as if, if; go to.

9.7:338.1    A. her, its, their; that; B. modal particle (marking subjective opinion and option); C. final particle.

9.8:179    finished, done; cease; already; hough! voilà! it’s finished!

9.9:1134.6    measure, estimate.

9.10:10.1    A. (“thus, in those circumstances”, functioning as:) suffix of adverbial phrases; connecting particle: then, and yet, and, but; B. you; C. final particle.

9.11:1138.3    staff, cane, club.

9.12:1210.1    this, these; him, her, it, them; genitive and attributive particle; to go to.

9.13:37.3or5    not, no.

9.14:414.1    (approving exclamation:) approve; will do, can, may; practicable, possible.

9.15:1174.1    1ong; extended, constant; grown up, senior; eldest of sons.

9.16:697.2    A. protect, guard; guarantee; B. group of ten families.

9.17:386.2    metal, gold.

9.18:1318.1    jade, nephrite, precious stone, gem; precious, your.

9.19:596.4    full, complete, whole.

9.20:972.1    hall; court hall; palace.

9.21:638.1    A. not exist, not, nothing; B. evening, late.

9.22:1210.1    this, these; him, her, it, them; genitive and attributive particle; to go to.

9.23:656.1    (a bear; hence:) strength; ability, talent, able, can.

9.24:896.1    A. to guard, protect; to keep; B. a fief; prefecture, prefect.

9.25:52.11    rich; opulence.

9.26-10.16
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9.26:455.2    expensive, dear; appreciate, to honour; prominent, esteemed, honourable; your.

9.27: 10.1    A. (“thus, in those circumstances”, functioning as:) suffix of adverbial phrases; connecting particle: then, and yet, and, but; B. you; C. final particle.

9.28:359.7    restive horse; arrogant; extravagant.

9.29:1091.1    (breath:) self; personally; by itself, naturally; (pass out:) out from, from.

9.30:456.7    A. leave behind; lose, forget; remaining; B. send presents.

9.31:338.1    A. her, its, their; that; B. modal particle (marking subjective opinion and option); C. final particle.

9.32:404.1    fault, error; to blame; misfortune.

9.33:469.2    work done, achievement; meritorious deed, merit; effort.

9.34:827.2    follow on, go along, advance, to progress; penetrate, spread; follow, comply with; (following:) thereupon, then.

9.35:869    body; trunk; person, personally, oneself, I; life.

9.36:1141.1    retire, withdraw, go back; decline, refuse, reject.

9.37:996.1    heaven, sky; atmosphere; weather; light, day; nature, natural; the heavenly power; God.

9.38:1210.1    this, these; him, her, it, them; genitive and attributive particle; to go to.

9.39:978.1    tao.

10.1:1021.5    A. to load on a cart; fill up; carry, contain; put down in writing, to enter, to record; a record; a work, action; B. then, thereupon; C. (an “entry”:) a year.

10.2:286.7    to plan a building; build, found, arrange; encampment; army corps.

10.3:685.10    anima, animal spirits, soul; senses; form.

10.4:695.5    enfold, embrace; to hold, harbour, cherish.

10.5:175    one; the first; once, as soon as; the whole, all, throughout; one and the same, identical, uniform.

10.6:656.1    (a bear; hence:) strength; ability, talent, able, can.

10.7:1289.1    not exist, not have; without; not.

10.8:533.5    A. oriole; B. to leave, quit; dispersed; reject; to separate; separated, far away; pass through, come across.

10.9:85.1    exclamation; interrogative final particle; in, at, at side of, compared to.

10.10:1260.2    be attached to, wholly devoted to, give up oneself entirely to; special, particular, express, single; alone responsible for, by oneself.

10.11:333.2    breath, air, vapour, steam; vital fluid, temperament, energy; anger.

10.12:1214.2    to cause to go, send, transmit, convey, give; to cause, bring about; make one’s utmost.

10.13:942.1    slender, flexible, pliant, soft; weak, tender.

10.14:656.1    (a bear; hence:) strength; ability, talent, able, can.

10.15:288.2    embrace, carry in the arms; baby, infant; surround, a lace.

10.16:12.1    A. child, son; B. noun suffix; C. suffix of certain adverbs of place and time.
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